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Listing of Claims : 

1 . (currently amended) A method for screening video communications 
within an interactive television system, the method comprising: 

intercepting a video communication request sent by a caller to a particular 
recipient among a plurality of potential recipien ts at the interactive television system : 

identifying the caller using information contained within the video 
communication request; 

identifying the particular recipient using information contained within the video 
communication request: 

locating an unauthorized caller list specific to the particular recipient: 

determining whether the caller is included within thelTanTl unauthorized caller 
list; and 

rejecting the video communication request in response to the caller being 
included within the unauthorized caller list. 

2. (canceled). 

3. (canceled), 

4. (original) The method of claim 1 r wherein the video communication 
request is intercepted by an interactive television system associated with the 
recipient. 
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5. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein the video communication 
request is intercepted by an intermediate network node linking the caller and the 
recipient. 

6. (original) The method of claim 5, wherein the intermediate network 
node is selected from the group consisting of a cable head-end, an internet server, 
and a satellite broadcast center 

7. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein identifying the 
caller comprises: 

extracting an identifier of the caller from the video communication request. 

8. ' (original) The method of claim 7, wherein the identifier is selected from 
the group consisting of a name of the caller, a network address of the caller, and a 
network address of an interactive television system of the caller. 

9. (original) The method of claim 7, wherein the unauthorized caller list 
comprises a list of unauthorized identifiers, and wherein determining comprises: 

determining whether the extracted identifier is an unauthorized identifier. 

10. (original) The method of claim 1 f wherein rejecting comprises: 
notifying the caller that the video communication request has been rejected. 
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11. (currently amended) A method for screening video communications in 
an interactive television system, the method comprising: 

intercepting a video communication request sent by a caller to a particular 
recipient among a plurality of potential recipients at the interactive television system; 

identifying the caller using information contained within the video 

communication request; 

identifying the particular recipient using information contained within the video 

communication request; 

locating an authorized caller list specific t o the particular recipient 
determining whether the caller is identified within theflanj] authorized caller list; 

and 

accepting the video communication request only if the caller is identified within 
the authorized caller list. 

12. (canceled), 

13. (canceled). 

14. (original) The method of claim 11, wherein the video communication 
request is intercepted by an interactive television system associated with the 
recipient. 
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15. (original) The method of claim 11, wherein the video communication 
request is intercepted by an intermediate network node linking the caller and the 
recipient. 

16. (original) The method of claim 15, wherein the intermediate network 
node is selected from the group consisting of a cable head-end, an internet server, 
and a satellite broadcast center. 

17. (currently amended) The method of claim 11, wherein identifying the 
caller comprises: 

extracting an identifier of the caller from the video communication request. 

18. (original) The method of claim 17, wherein the identifier is selected 
from the group consisting of a name of the caller, a network address of the caller, and 
a network address of an interactive television system of the caller. 

19. (original) The method of claim 17, wherein the authorized caller list 
comprises a list of authorized identifiers, and wherein determining comprises: 

determining whether the extracted identifier is an authorized identifier. 

20. (original) The method of claim 11, wherein accepting comprises: 
establishing two-way video communication between the caller and the 

recipient. 
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Claims 21^40 (canceled). 

41. (currently amended) A system for screening video communications in 
an interactive television system, the system comprising: 

an interception component configured to intercept a video communication 
request sent by a caller to a particular recipient among a plurality of potential 
recipient s at the interactive television system : 

an identification component configured to identify the caller using information 
contained within the video communication reques t and to identify the particular 
recipient using information contained within the video communication request: 

an authorization component configured to locate an unauthorized caller list 
specific to the particular recipient and to d etermine whether the caller is identified 
within the unauthorized caller list and reject the video communication request in 
response to the caller being identified within the unauthorized caller list. 

42. (canceled). 

43. (canceled). 

44. (original) The system of claim 41, wherein the interception component 
operates within an interactive television system of the recipient. 
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45. (original) The system of claim 41 , wherein the interception component 
operates within an intermediate network node linking the caller and the recipient, 

46. (original) The system of claim 45, wherein the intermediate network 
node is selected from the group consisting a cable head-end, an internet server, and 
a satellite broadcast center. 

47. (original) The system of claim 41 , wherein the identification component 
is further configured to extract an identifier of the caller from the video communication 
request. 

48. (original) The system of claim 47, wherein the identifier is selected from 
the group consisting of a name of the caller, a network address of the caller, and a 
network address of an interactive television system of the caller. 

49. (original) The system of claim 47, wherein the unauthorized caller list 
comprises a list of unauthorized identifiers, and wherein the authorization component 
is further configured to determine whether the extracted identifier is an unauthorized 
identifier. 

50. (original) The system of claim 41 , wherein the authorization component 
is further configured to notify the caller that the video communication request has 
been rejected. 

7 

PAGE 10/19 1 RCVD AT 4/1312005 2:32:38 PM [Eastern Daylight frnie] * SVR:USPT0«EFXRM/6 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:801 578 6999 ' DURATION (mm-ss):04-50 



04/13./20Q5 12:34 FAX 801 57S 6999 STOEL R I VES SlOll 



51. (currently amended) A system for screening video communications in 
an interactive television system, the system comprising: 

an interception component configured to intercept a video communication 
request sent by a caller to a particular recipient among a plurality of potential 
recipien ts at the interactive television system : 

an identification component configured to identify the caller using information 
contained within the video communication request and to identify the particular 
recipient using information contained within the video communication request: 

an authorization component configured to locate an authorized caller list 
specific to the particular recipient and to d etermine whether the caller is identified 
within theff anll authorized caller list and accept the video communication request only 
if the caller is identified within the authorized caller list 

Claims 52-58 (canceled). 

59. (currently amended) A system for screening video communications in 
an interactive television system, the system comprising: 

means for intercepting a video communication request sent by a caller to a 
particular recipient among a plurality of potential recipien ts at the interactive 
television system : 

means for identifying the caller using information contained within the video 
communication request; 
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means for identifying the particular recipient using information contained within 
the video communication request; 

, means for locating an unauthorized caller list specific to the particular 
recipient: 

means for locating an unauthorized caller list applicable to all recipients ; 

means for determining whether the caller is identified within either[[the]] 
unauthorized caller list; and 

means for rejecting the video communication request in response to the caller 
being identified within eitherf ftheTl unauthorized caller list. 

60. (currently amended) A system for screening video communications in 
an interactive television system, the system comprising: 

means for intercepting a video communication request sent by a caller to a 
particular recipient among a plurality of potential recipien ts at the interactive 
television system ; 

means for identifying the caller using information contained within the video 
communication request; 

means for identifying the particular recipient using information contained within 
the video communication request 

means for locating an authorized caller list specific to the particular recipient: 

means for locating an authorized caller list applicable to all recipients ; 

means for determining whether the caller is identified within ejtherflan]] 
authorized caller list; and 
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means for accepting the video communication request only if the caller is 
identified within either lTthell authorized caller list. 

61. (canceled). 
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